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Basin Reserve Tours
Tours can be organised to the New Zealand Cricket Museum, the
R.A. Vance Stand, the Groundsmen’s Shed and the perimeter of
the ground to view famous historical cricket plaques.

Facilities

Museum toilet including disabled toilet.
Bus & car parking adjacent to the museum.
Museum shop stocks a variety of books, postcards, miniature cricket
bats, balls etc.

Lending Library
The library is available for lending, research and study purposes.
Hours by arrangement.

How To Find Us
By Car: Drive in/enter by the southern (J.R. Reid) Gate at the
Basin Reserve.
By Bus: Stagecoach Wellington. Buses 1, 42, 43, 44 travel to/from
Kent & Cambridge Terrace to the Central Railway Station.
By Rail: NZ Tranz Metro units depart from the Central Railway Station.
By Foot: Enter the Basin by the northern or southern Gates and
proceed to museum.

General
Smoking, food or drink are not permitted.

The Old Grandstand, Basin Reserve, Wellington

Public Hours
Summer Season: 10.30 – 3.30pm Monday to Sunday and all match
days i.e. 01 November to 30 April.
Winter Season: 10.30 – 3.30pm Weekends only i.e. 01 May to
31 October or by special arrangement.

Closed Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Good Friday.

Schools & Group Hours
Summer Season: Open Monday to Friday  10.30 – 3.30pm
by prior arrangement (not on match days).
Winter Season: As above but by special arrangement.

Admission Charge
$5 adults; $2 students/children. Children (12 years & under) free
if accompanied by an adult.
School groups $1per student and $2 per adult.
Other group visits by arrangement.

Bookings
The museum welcomes school/group visits by prior arrangement. We
appreciate at least two weeks notice to enable successful liaison time
with the Host/Guide and to ensure that you are able to book the most
suitable times.
Note: The museum can comfortably accommodate 25 students and
accompanying teachers and adults, split into two groups, at one time.

VISITS TO THE MUSEUM Phone: 04 385 6602 • Fax: 04 384 3498
Email: national.cricket.museum@paradise.net.nz
Website: www.nzcricket.co.nz

EDUCATION

England and New Zealand Test Teams
New Zealand v. England (Second Test), The Oval, England, 29-31 July 1931
Back: R. C. Blunt, G. O. B. Allen, J. L. Kerr, W. R. Hammond, G. L. Weir
Third Row: C. F. W. Allcott, I. B. Cromb, R. O. Talbot, F. R. Brown, H. G. Vivian, L. E. G. Ames, J. E. Mills, H. Verity, M. W. Tait
Second Row: K. C. James, K. S. Duleepsinhji, T. S. Lowry (N.Z. Captain), D. R. Jardine (England Captain), M. L. Page, H. Sutcliffe
Front: W. E. Merritt, A. H. Bakewell, I. A. R. Peebles, R. J. Gregory (the England 12th man)

Photo: Unknown
Photography Collection, NZCM. Accession No. 97/100

New Zealand Cricket – 1930’s & 1940’s Chronology
Commences 30 November 2006

This showcase display is the third in a series of New Zealand cricket chronologies
which features highlights and lowlights of New Zealand cricket history and its
development since the early 1840’s until recent times. It follows upon the showcase
displays of New Zealand cricket in the 1950’s & 1960’s and 1970’s & 1980’s installed
over the last two years. These recent and new displays will then cover a continuous
60-year period.

The 1930’s & 1940’s display features a range of relevant collection objects such as
photographs of cricketers’ and teams from the two decades, bats with team signatures,
a 1949 presentation plate, a 1949 scorecard, a 1931 menu, 1931 and 1937 postcards,
a 1949 match ticket, programmes from the two decades, 1935 batting gloves, a 1949
blazer and tie etc. Also, text, labels, photo murals/strips and moving image archive
material transferred to DVD of New Zealand test matches in those two decades.

It includes a unique film to DVD transfer of original moving image material shot
by the New Zealand cricketer, Giff Vivian, on the 1931 New Zealand cricket tour of
England. These images cover a wide range of subject matter directly related to a
cricketers touring life of that era, including shipboard images and social events.

The design concept and brief is based on the earlier New Zealand cricket showcase
displays noted above.

Test Match Ticket, Tuesday 26th July 1949
England v. New Zealand (Third Test), Old Trafford,
England, 23, 25, 26 July 1949
Ephemera Collection, NZCM.
Accession No. 2005.37.4

New Zealand Women’s Team for New
Zealand’s First Official Test 1935
New Zealand v. England, Lancaster Park,
Christchurch, 16, 18 February 1935
Unfortunately, New Zealand were no
match for the English, scoring only 44 and
122, against England’s total of 503-5
declared. Thus England won by an innings
and 337.
L. to R.: Hilda Buck, Mavis Corby, Agnes
Ell, Margaret Marks, Nancy Browne, Pearl
Savin, Helen Miller, Peggy Taylor, Marjorie
Bishop, Merle Hollis, Ruth Symons (captain)
Photo: Unknown
Private Collection

Official Souvenir Brochure 1932 (1st Test)
South Africa v. New Zealand, Lancaster Park,
Christchurch, 27-29 Feb., 1 March 1932
Ephemera Collection, NZCM
Accession No. NCM 1283

Postcard
New Zealand Test Team 1937
Ephemera Collection, NZCM.
Accession No. 2005.9.3

Education Groups
The target of 25 education group visits was achieved in the
2005/06 financial year. This included primary, intermediate,
secondary and tertiary students, as well as Rest Home residents.

Open Day
The 2nd museum Open Day held on the 26 February 2006, and
organised in partnership with the Wellington Museums Trust
and the Colonial Cottage Museum, was very successful with 139
visitors to the museum. A wide range of activities were held,
including tours of the museum and visits to the Long Room in
the R.A . Vance Stand, plus in-door net practise for young
cricketers under the Vance Stand. Refreshments were available
to mimic the cricketers’ ‘drinks break” and museum volunteers
were on hand to support the occasion.

Public Programmes
A public programme on Chris Cairns’ career up to 2002 was
presented in early April by Hamish McDouall, based on his
book “Chris Cairns”, published in 2002. This programme was
timetabled soon after the retirement of Chris Cairns from
international cricket, so it was disappointing there was such a
small attendance. Unfortunately, it would appear that Cricket
Wellington members and cricket lovers generally are not
particularly interested in the public programmes organised by
the museum over the last two years, because attendances have
been unsatisfactorily low. The continuation of these
programmes will need to be reassessed in 2006/07.

Wellington Cricket Age-Group Team Visits
Also, it was very disappointing that the plan to have organised
visits by Wellington age-group teams, including the Firebirds
and the Blaze teams, never materialised over the summer
months, through no fault of the museum.

We hope these visits can be re-scheduled this coming summer.

‘Celebrate two for free!’
Colour Flyer for Museum Open Day 26.02.2006

New Zealand Cricket Museum Archives
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Oscar Davis

Autograph Collection
Since its inception in 1987 the museum has been gifted a number
of signed items and has also sought to systematically obtain
current autographed material for its collection. The latter
category also includes a small amount of material that the
museum has available for sale. The autograph collection is in
two distinct parts:–
1. New Zealand Test Players Signatures
2. Autograph Sheets & Autograph Cards

The collection of autograph sheets and autograph cards
(miniature cricket bat cards) are in a number of parts. The
museum seeks to obtain sheets from:–
a. New Zealand teams playing at the Basin Reserve
b. New Zealand teams on Tour
c. Touring teams to New Zealand
d. 1st-Class domestic teams (incl. autograph sheets & autograph

cards)

The bulk of the current acquisitions under each of the first
three headings are through the assistance of NZ Cricket officials,
a certain amount of leg-work on the part of the Autograph
Volunteer and a bit of luck. In some cases all that can be obtained
is a photocopy. Over the years the museum has acquired a range
of NZ teams on tour and touring teams to NZ autograph sheets.

Since 1989 the museum has obtained good signature records
from the 1st-Class men’s teams. These teams generously sign
a few spare copies so the museum has a supply for sale, teams
and quantities depending on the fixture list of the season

NZ Test Player’s
Signatures Sheet
Martin Snedden (Test
Career 1980/81-1990)
Autograph Collection,
NZCM

The New Zealand test players’
signatures are in two folders on
display in a free-standing display
case in the Oakley Gallery. For each
player there is an A5-sized page
c o n t a i n i n g  a  p h o t o g r a p h ,
signature, and in the case of those
whose test careers have ended,
brief statistical details of their
careers. Also included are original
signatures of deceased players,
and a photocopy signature for
those deceased players where the
museum does not have an original
one. Although changed regularly,
not all the signature pages can be
displayed at any one time.

However, by arrangement, any requests to sight a signature not
on display can be organised with the Manager/Curator.

NZ Teams on Tour Autograph
(copy) Sheet
New Zealand Cricket Tour to
the U.K. 1949
Autograph Collection, NZCM

concerned, and the popularity, or
otherwise, of the different sheets. A
further range of sheets for sale are
those signed during some of the
reunions that have been held at the
Basin Reserve – or Eden Park – as
happened this past summer. Some of
these include the 1949 NZ team to
England and the 1956 NZ team that
won our first test match etc. Also,
there are some assorted autographed
cards with signatures of the NZ 1st-
Class teams (also for sale), plus one
of the 1999 NZ Women’s Test team.

Note:  The Costumes & Textiles collection
covers a small number of autographed items
from a signed souvenir handkerchief to a
NZ policeman’s helmet! The Ephemera
Collection includes autographed scrapbooks,
menus etc; the Pictures Collection includes
signed caricatures (with copies for sale), of
some of the greats of NZ cricket and the
Photography Collection includes some signed
team photographs.

Copy supplied by David Parsons
Edited and abridged by David Mealing

Autograph Card
New Zealand Women’s Cricket Team 1999

Autograph Collection, NZCM

Reunion Signature Sheet, March 2006
NZ Touring Team - West Indies & Bermuda 1972
Autograph Collection, NZCM

New Zealand’s First Official Test Match
New Zealand v. England (First Test)
Lancaster Park, Christchurch, 10, 11, 13 January 1930

M.C.C. sent a team to New Zealand in 1929/30. To help defray
expenses, the Australian Board of Control co-operated by staging
five matches. The visitors arrived in N.Z. in mid-December and
remained until the end of February, fulfilling a programme of 17
matches of which nine were won and the other eight drawn. The
team comprised six professionals and eight amateurs. Arthur
Gilligan was unable to lead the tourists because of illness, and his
brother Harold was appointed captain. England won the four-test
series 1-0.

The M.C.C. team was not a full-strength England side but this
historic contest was recognised as New Zealand’s first
official test match. Mills withdrew from the selection and was
replaced by Foley. The only newcomer in the home team was
Alby Roberts.

Tom Lowry, the New Zealand captain, won the toss and decided
to have first use of a fast wicket. In the first over Foley edged to
slips and Roberts soon went in the same manner. Page was

England’s lead of 69 runs was not overtaken until the home
team had lost three wickets. Foley and Blunt fell cheaply,
but Dempster (25) batted soundly before ‘Duleep’ accepted
a difficult chance in the slips. Page, too, was batting well
until he fell victim to a smart leg-side stumping. A fine
captain’s innings by Lowry, who scored 40 in an hour and
a half, gave New Zealand some hope, but he could find no
support. When he was last man out at 131 England required
63 to win in the 105 minutes remaining. Dawson and Gilligan
were soon dismissed by Blunt, but ‘Duleep’ and Woolley
experienced little difficulty in scoring the remaining runs
and the game was over within 45 minutes.

New Zealand lost by eight wickets

Sources: ‘Men in White – The History of New Zealand International Cricket
1894-1985’ by Don Neely and Richard King. Published by Moa
Publications, Epsom, Auckland 1986, pgs 100, 101; ‘The New Zealand
Cricket Annual for 1930-31’ edited and compiled by E. G. Garbett.
Printed and published by Simpson & Williams Limited, Christchurch
1931, pgs 20, 21; ‘John Wisden’s Cricketers’ Almanack for 1931’ edited
by C. Stewart Caine. Published by John Wisden and Co. Ltd, London,
England 1931, pgs 657, 658.

The Scoreboard at
Lunch on the First
Day – New Zealand
7-57 New Zealand v.
England, Lancaster
Park, Christchurch,
10 January 1930
Photo: Unknown
Private Collection

H. Foley (left) & C. S. Dempster, New Zealand’s Opening Batsmen,
1st Test New Zealand v. England, Lancaster Park, Christchurch,
10-13 January 1930
Photo: Unknown
Photography Collection, NZCM. Accession No. 2006.8.5

Ken Cave (left) & William Butler, 1st Test Match Umpires
Photo: The Press, Christchurch. Private Collection

The New Zealand Team for New Zealand’s First Official Test 1930
New Zealand v. England, Lancaster Park, Christchurch, 10-13 January 1930
Back: F. T. Badcock, A..W. Roberts, H. Foley, M. Henderson, E. C. McLeod (12th man), W. E. Merritt.
Front: G.R. Dickinson, M. L. Page, R. C. Blunt, T. C. Lowry, C. S. Dempster, K. C. James
Photo: Steffano Webb, Christchurch
Photography Collection, NZCM. Accession No. 98/213

New Museum Sign on the C.S. Dempster Gate
Photo: Mark Coote

Museum Volunteers
This newsletter continues the theme of an
introduction to museum volunteers.

Museum Web Site
The museum recently received plaudits from an
English student studying for an MA in
Librarianship at the University of Sheffield. She
regarded our web site as one of the best, one of
the most visible, and far more advanced than
libraries or museums in the U.K., and the only
one she had seen with its own newsletter!

Marketing
The major development over the summer was
the installation of new exterior signage
immediately outside and above the museum
entrance, including a neon sign, and the
installation of museum signs on the C. S.
Dempster and J. R. Reid Gates. Also, the
inclusion of the museum’s name, with the
provision for promoting museum displays, on
the new Prime Finance Basin Reserve signs
located outside the ground opposite Adelaide
Road and the Mt. Victoria Tunnel.

Oscar Davis  –  was
brought up in the deep
south of New Zealand.
His passion for sport,
i n c l u d i n g  c r i c k e t ,
substituted for his lack of
sporting ability. Sporting
h i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e
watching an Ashes test in
1972 at  Lords,  and
returning in 1999 to be given a guided tour of
the Lords museum while in the UK for the Rugby
World Cup. Oscar has been a museum volunteer
for over 10 years.

David Parsons – as an
autograph collector since
the early 1970’s, I visited
the museum in 1989 to
enquire whether the
m u s e u m  h a d  a n y
autographed material
to sell and ended up
being responsible for
developing the museum’s
collection. Combining one of my hobbies with
a bit of museum work is an enjoyable way to
follow the game (see Collection Management article
on opposite page).

David Parsons

caught and bowled by Nichols, leaving the home team
floundering at 15 for three. Maurice Allom, making the ball
swerve either way, then delivered an extraordinary over.
Dempster was bowled off the second ball and Lowry was
dismissed leg-before to the fourth. James was caught by the
keeper next ball and Badcock was clean-bowled by the last
delivery in the over. New Zealand was 21 for seven, four wickets
had fallen in five balls and Allom’s hat-trick was the 10th to
occur in test matches.

Blunt now offered stern resistance and supported by Dickinson,
Merritt and Henderson assisted in taking the score to 112,
leaving Blunt not out on 45. England lost Dawson and Gilligan
for 20 runs and Duleepsinhji and Woolley, although batting in
their usual free style, left in turn at 81 and 113, ending the first
day at 147 for four. Rain prevented any play on the second day
– Saturday – and on the third morning Lowry showed inspired
captaincy as he switched the bowlers to great effect on a drying
wicket. Blunt took three wickets for eight runs in a brief spell,
and both Badcock and Page achieved success in their first overs.

The last six England wickets fell for 34 runs.


